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What is “Backyard Burning”? 
 

"ÁÃËÙÁÒÄ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ǢÒÅÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÄÉÓÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÄÒÙ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅɀ 
ÏÒ Ô×Ï-ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÈÏÍÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÕÓÔ 
ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÔÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ ÂÕÒÎÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅȢ 
 

4ÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÂÕÒÎ ÐÉÌÅÓ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ 
ÐÒÉÏÒ ÔÏ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ 
ÂÕÒÎ ×ÈÅÎ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÆÁÖÏÒÁÂÌÅȢ 

Why is Smoke a Concern? 
 
3ÍÏËÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÄÒÙ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ Á 
ÓÉÇÎÉǢÃÁÎÔ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÏÆ ÁÉÒ ÃÏÎÔÁÍÉÎÁÎÔÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 
ÖÏÌÁÔÉÌÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÃ ÃÏÍÐÏÕÎÄÓȟ ÎÉÔÒÏÇÅÎ ÏØÉÄÅÓȟ ǢÎÅ 
ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÔÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÂÏÎ ÍÏÎÏØÉÄÅȢ 3ÍÏËÅ 
ÃÁÎ ÃÁÕÓÅ Á ÎÕÉÓÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÖÅÒÓÅ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÉÍÐÁÃÔÓ 
ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄȢ  
 
#ÏÍÐÏÓÔÉÎÇȟ ÃÈÉÐÐÉÎÇȟ ÕÓÉÎÇ Á ×ÅÅËÌÙ ÇÒÅÅÎ 
×ÁÓÔÅ ÐÉÃË-ÕÐ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ ÈÁÕÌÉÎÇ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÔÏ  
ÌÁÎÄǢÌÌÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÈÉÐÐÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÁÔ  
ÇÒÁÚÉÎÇ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÃÌÅÁÎÅÒ ÄÉÓÐÏÓÁÌ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÙÁÒÄ 
×ÁÓÔÅȢ 

 

Burn Smart to Avoid  

Costly Violations 

"ÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÎ ȰÎÏ-ÂÕÒÎȱ ÄÁÙÓȟ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÅÄ 
ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓȟ ÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÎ 
ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÍÁÙ ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÉÎ ǢÎÅÓ ÏÒ 
ÐÅÎÁÌÔÉÅÓȢ 

 

 

 

in Monterey, San Benito 
and Santa Cruz Counties 
(excluding San Lorenzo Valley) 

BURN CLEAN TIPS 

Obtain Burn Permit and  

Daily Authorization 

Maintain 100 feet Distance 

from Adjacent Structures 

Burn Dry Materials 

Maintain Loosely Packed Pile 

Extinguish Fire by 4pm 

 

Burning of piled leaves and 

needles is prohibited. 

www.montereybaycleanair.org 

×××ȢÍÏÎÔÅÒÅÙÂÁÙÃÌÅÁÎÁÉÒȢÏÒÇ 

&ÏÒ !ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÎÔÁÃÔ 5Óȡ 

×××ȢÍÏÎÔÅÒÅÙÂÁÙÃÌÅÁÎÁÉÒȢÏÒÇ  
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Can I Conduct  
a Backyard Burn? 

  

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅɀ ÏÒ Ô×Ï-ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎ 
-ÏÎÔÅÒÅÙȟ 3ÁÎ "ÅÎÉÔÏȟ ÏÒ 3ÁÎÔÁ #ÒÕÚ ÃÏÕÎÔÉÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÉÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÏÃÁÌ ǢÒÅ ÊÕÒÉÓÄÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÉÔȟ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ 
ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔ ÂÁÃËÙÁÒÄ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ 
ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȢ 9ÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÖÁÌÉÄ ÐÅÒÍÉÔȢ 
"ÁÃËÙÁÒÄ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÅÓ ÏÒ 
ÁÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØÅÓȢ 

  

How Do I Get a Permit  
and Authorization? 

  
#ÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ !ÉÒ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÏÃÁÌ &ÉÒÅ 
$ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÏÂÔÁÉÎ Á ÐÅÒÍÉÔȢ 4ÈÅ !ÉÒ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 
ÐÅÒÍÉÔ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÁÔȡ 

×××ȢÍÏÎÔÅÒÅÙÂÁÙÃÌÅÁÎÁÉÒȢÏÒÇ 

/Î ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÕÒÎȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ !ÉÒ 
$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȢ "ÕÒÎ ÄÁÙ 
ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÄÁÙ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÒÍÁÌÌÙ 
ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ  ÂÙ Φ ÐȢÍȢ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÄÁÙȢ  
 

What Can I Burn? 
  

/ÎÌÙ ÄÒÙ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÐÒÕÎÉÎÇȭÓȟ ÓÈÒÕÂÂÅÒÙȟ ÔÒÅÅ 
ÔÒÉÍÍÉÎÇÓȾ ÂÒÁÎÃÈÅÓȟ 
ÁÎÄ ×ÅÅÄÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ 
ÂÕÒÎÅÄȢ 'ÒÁÓÓ 
ÃÌÉÐÐÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÉÌÅÄ 
ÌÅÁÖÅÓȾÎÅÅÄÌÅÓ ÁÒÅ 
ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÂÅÉÎÇ 
ÂÕÒÎÅÄ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ 
ÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÓÍÏËÅȢ  

Backyard Burning Requirements Backyard Burning Requirements Backyard Burning Requirements    
Air District Rule 438 “Open Outdoor Fires” regulates the air emissions from all outdoor fires in Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz Counties. 

 

Backyard Burn Checklist 
ã 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ÓÉÚÅ ΣȾΤ ÁÃÒÅ ÏÒ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ  

ɉÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ 3ÁÎ ,ÏÒÅÎÚÏ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ÓÍÏËÅ ÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÁÒÅÁɊ 

ã "ÕÒÎ ÐÉÌÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ  

ΣΡΡ ÆÅÅÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÄÊÁÃÅÎÔ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅÓ 

ã /ÂÔÁÉÎ ÐÅÒÍÉÔ  ÆÏÒ ÂÁÃËÙÁÒÄ ÂÕÒÎ 

ã !ÌÌÏ× ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÄÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÅ 

ã 2ÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ !ÉÒ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 

When Can I Burn? 
  

"ÁÃËÙÁÒÄ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ !ÉÒ 

2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ "ÏÁÒÄ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄ ÂÕÒÎ ÄÁÙÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 

$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ Σ ÁÎÄ !ÐÒÉÌ ΥΡȢ #ÈÅÃË ÔÈÅ ÂÕÒÎ ÄÁÙ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ 

ÂÙ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ Σ-ΪΡΡ-#!,-"52. ɉΣ-ΪΡΡ-ΤΤΧ-ΤΪΩΨɊȢ  

"ÕÒÎÓ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÁÒÅ ΪȡΡΡ ÁȢÍȢ ÔÏ ΦȡΡΡ ÐȢÍȢ .Ï ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ 

ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ΥȡΡΡ ÐȢÍȢ !ÌÌ ǢÒÅÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ 

ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÅØÔÉÎÇÕÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ ΦȡΡΡ ÐȢÍȢ  

Burn Efficiently 
  

¶ !ÒÒÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÌÏÏÓÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÁÌÌÏ× ÁÉÒ ÔÏ 

ÃÉÒÃÕÌÁÔÅ ÆÒÅÅÌÙȢ $Ï ÎÏÔ ÕÓÅ ÂÕÒÎ ÂÁÒÒÅÌÓȢ 

¶ "ÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÇÁÒÂÁÇÅȟ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄ ÒÕÂÂÉÓÈȟ ÁÎÄ 

ÔÒÅÁÔÅÄ ×ÏÏÄ ÉÓ ÓÔÒÉÃÔÌÙ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÅÄȢ 

¶ $Ï ÎÏÔ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÎÕÉÓÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÅØÃÅÓÓÉÖÅ 

ÓÍÏËÅȢ  

¶ !ÖÏÉÄ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÐÏÉÓÏÎ ÏÁËȢ 

Burn Safely 
  

¶ #ÌÅÁÒ ÁÌÌ ǨÁÍÍÁÂÌÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ 

×ÉÔÈÉÎ ΣΡ ÆÅÅÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÅÒ ÅÄÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ  

ÂÕÒÎ ÐÉÌÅȢ 

¶ !Î ÁÄÕÌÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÉÍÅÓ 

ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÅ ÉÓ ÅØÔÉÎÇÕÉÓÈÅÄȢ 

¶ ! ×ÁÔÅÒ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ǢÒÅ ǢÇÈÔÉÎÇ 

ÔÏÏÌÓ ɉÓÈÏÖÅÌȟ ÒÁËÅȟ ÈÏÅȟ ÅÔÃȢɊ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

ÂÕÒÎ ÓÉÔÅȢ 

¶ )Æ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÕÎÓÁÆÅ ÆÏÒ 

ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇȟ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÂÕÒÎȢ 

Burn Dry to Minimize Smoke   

"ÕÒÎ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÄÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÙ ÆÒÅÅ  
ÏÆ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅ ÍÏÉÓÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÒÔ. -ÁÎÄÁÔÏÒÙ ÄÒÙÉÎÇ 
ÔÉÍÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÂÕÒÎ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓȡ 
 
¶ 5Ð ÔÏ Τ ÉÎÃÈÅÓ ÉÎ ÄÉÁÍÅÔÅÒȡ ÄÒÙ ΥΡ ÄÁÙÓ 

¶ Τ - Ψ ÉÎÃÈÅÓ ÉÎ ÄÉÁÍÅÔÅÒȡ ÄÒÙ ΨΡ ÄÁÙÓ 

¶ /ÖÅÒ Ψ ÉÎÃÈÅÓ ÉÎ ÄÉÁÍÅÔÅÒȡ ÄÒÙ ΣΪΡ ÄÁÙÓ 

http://www.mbuapcd.org/

